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1 . The Amendment filed on 04/18/2005 has been entered. Claims 2-12 are 
pending in this Office action. 

2. Claims 2-12 are renumbered as claims 1-11. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

- Regarding claim 7, in line 4, "8." has been deleted. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see page 7 of the Amendment, filed on 04/18/2005, 
with respect to the objection of claims 2-7 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The objection of 2-7 has been withdrawn. 
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5. The terminal disclaimer filed on 04/18/2005 disclaiming the terminal portion of 
any patent granted on this application, which would extend beyond the expiration date 
of U.S. Patent 6,304,106 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer 
has been recorded. 



Reasons for Allowance 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
6. Regarding claim 2, claim 2 is allowable over prior art of record after Applicants 
amended claim to include allowable limitations " a first resistor, a first end of said first 
resistor being coupled to a positive phase output node of CMOS driver" and " a second 
resistor, a first end of said second resistor being coupled to a second end of said first 
resistor, and a second end of said second resistor being coupled to a negative phase 
output of said replica driver " and " a third resistor, a first end of said third resistor being 
coupled to a negative phase output of CMOS driver" and " a fourth resistor, a first end of 
said fourth resistor being coupled to a second end of said third resistor, and a second 
end of said fourth resistor being coupled to a positive phase output of said replica 
driver" . The closest prior art of record, Martin et aL (US 6,507,225 B2) disclosing current 
mode driver with variable equalization, either singularly or in combination, fail to 
anticipate or render the above underlined limitations obvious. 
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7. Regarding claim 8, claim 8 is allowable over the prior art of record since the 
cited references taken individually or in combination fails to particularly teach a method 
of receiving signals in a CMOS bi-directional current mode differential link comprising 
the uniquely distinct steps of " coupling a positive phase output of said data driver to a 
first end of a first resistor in said resistor-summing network ' and " coupling a second end 
of said first resistor to a first input of said differential amplifier, and further coupling said 
second end of said first resistor to a first end of a second resistor in said resistor- 
summing network ' and " coupling a second end of said second resistor to a negative 
phase output of said replica driver " and " coupling a negative phase output of said data 
driver to a first end of a third resistor in said resistor-summing network " and " coupling a 
second end of said third resistor to a second input of said differential amplifier, and 
further coupling said second end of said third resistor to a first end of a fourth resistor in 
said resistor-summing network ' and " coupling a second end of said fourth resistor to a 
positive phase output of said replica driver ". The closest prior art of record, Martin et at. 
(US 6,507,225 B2) disclosing current mode driver with variable equalization, either 
singularly or in combination, fail to anticipate or render the above underlined limitations 
obvious. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-3007. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 08:00 AM - 05:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammad Ghayour can be reached on 571-272-3021 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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